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The fourth edition of Theories in Second Language Acquisition, published in 2025 by Routledge 

and edited by Bill VanPatten, Gregory D. Keating, and Stefanie Wulff, is essential reading for 

both those seeking a basic understanding of the theories and frameworks of contemporary 

second language acquisition research and experienced researchers in the field. The book offers 

a systematic and in-depth introduction to the basic concepts of theory, model, and framework, 

examines the significance of SLA theories, and explains what needs to be understood and 

investigated through them. The authors also present a historical overview of early theories in 

the field that laid the foundations for contemporary research. 

It is beyond the scope of a single review to cover the entire work of the authors, who have 

made enormous efforts to immerse readers in the complex nature of contemporary theories of 

second language acquisition. Nevertheless, their significant contribution to the systematization 

of knowledge, as well as the applicability of the book as a textbook and reference guide, deserves 

to be highlighted. Indeed, as the editors note, there are many theories of L2 acquisition, as the 

process can be viewed from different perspectives—cognitive, linguistic, sociocultural, and 

communicative. 

One of the greatest challenges facing linguistic science is to explain the complex processes 

through which children, in the first years of their lives manage to master such a complex code 

as language, and to formulate consistent theories that explain the mechanisms through which 

second or foreign language learners acquire language skills (Escobar Urmeneta, 2020). This 

highlights how complex the nature of language development is and why the existence of 

theoretical frameworks is critical to understanding the process of second language acquisition. 

The importance of learning a second language in today’s world is widely acknowledged; 

however, the process of acquisition may be either relatively easy or extremely difficult, 
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depending on a variety of variables and conditions. Analyzing the most appropriate model for 

second language acquisition is of particular interest, as it allows us to identify critical factors, 

understand the learning process, and develop strategies for its effective management (Mayor, 

2019). From this point of view, second language acquisition cannot be explained by a single 

model or theory. Rather, it is the comparison of different theoretical frameworks that allows for 

a deeper understanding of the process and the identification of those factors that are relevant in 

specific learning and social contexts. 

This book is valuable not only for students of linguistics, philology, and pedagogy, but also 

for researchers seeking to expand their knowledge of the mechanisms of second language 

acquisition. The book combines a historical overview of theories with an analysis of 

contemporary research, showing how different models and frameworks complement each other 

and provide tools for a better understanding of language learning and teaching. 

After the introductory chapter, the book continues with ten chapters in which various 

leading authors examine key theories and models for second language acquisition. Each chapter 

offers a unique perspective based on years of research and empirical data, contributing 

significant insights into the complex process of L2 acquisition. Topics range from classical 

linguistic approaches and universal grammar to usage-based models, Input Processing, 

Processability Theory, Declarative/Procedural Model, and Skill Acquisition Theory, as well as 

contemporary concepts such as Complex Dynamic Systems and Modular Cognition. 

For the purpose of this review, the chapters can be grouped into several broad categories: 

linguistically oriented theories, psycholinguistic and process models, and approaches that view 

language acquisition as a dynamic and contextually determined system. This thematic grouping 

aims to highlight their complementary nature and their contribution to the overall understanding 

of the processes underlying second language learning and teaching. The first thematic group 

examines theoretical approaches that focus on the language system and its organization, as well 

as the relationship between language structure and the cognitive abilities of the learner. These 

chapters offer a perspective according to which second language acquisition should be explained 

through the interaction between universal linguistic principles, specific grammatical properties 

of languages, and the mechanisms through which learners process linguistic input. 

Linguistically oriented theories traditionally view language as an autonomous system with its 

own structural regularities. Such approaches provide an important framework for analyzing 

learners' grammatical competence and contribute to a better understanding of which aspects of 

language are easier to acquire and which are more challenging. 



 Półrocznik Językoznawczy Tertium. Tertium Linguistic Journal 10 (2) (2025) 106 

 www.journal.tertium.edu.pl   

At the same time, usage-based approaches offer a different perspective, emphasizing the 

role of language use, frequency, and the specific context of interaction. From this perspective, 

second language acquisition is viewed as the gradual construction of linguistic knowledge 

through exposure to real language data, in which general cognitive mechanisms – such as 

categorization, analogy, and statistical learning – play a key role. These models challenge the 

strict division between innate linguistic abilities and acquired knowledge, emphasizing the 

importance of experience and usage in the acquisition process. A comparison of the 

linguistically oriented and usage-based approaches presented in the collection clearly shows that 

they should not be viewed as mutually exclusive. On the contrary, considering them together 

allows for a more complete description of the complex nature of second language acquisition. 

It is precisely this balanced and pluralistic approach that is one of the strengths of the 

publication, as it provides the reader with tools for critical comparison and deeper understanding 

of the different theoretical positions in SLA. 

Another thematic group brings together theoretical models that emphasize the cognitive and 

psycholinguistic mechanisms underlying second language acquisition. These approaches focus 

not so much on the language system itself as on the way learners perceive, process, store, and 

use linguistic information in real time. What they have in common is the desire to explain how 

linguistic input is transformed into acquired knowledge and what limitations and stages 

characterize this process. 

A particularly valuable contribution of these theories is the distinction between different 

types of knowledge and skills in the process of second language acquisition. Some models make 

a clear distinction between conscious, declarative knowledge of the language and automated, 

procedural skills that enable rapid and effective use of the language. These psycholinguistic and 

process models emphasize that second language acquisition is not an arbitrary or chaotic 

process, but follows certain patterns that can be scientifically studied and described. 

The third thematic group covers theoretical approaches that focus on the role of interaction, 

context, and the dynamic nature of second language acquisition. These models view language 

development not as a linear and strictly predictable process, but as the result of complex 

interactions between individual, cognitive, and social factors. Interactionist approaches 

emphasize the importance of language input, interaction, and language output as interrelated 

components of the acquisition process. From this perspective, communication is not simply a 

means of practicing already acquired structures, but a key mechanism for the development of 

language competence. These theories draw attention to the fact that language development can 
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be influenced by a multitude of interacting variables, such as motivation, cognitive resources, 

social environment, and educational context. 

The final thematic chapter of the book focuses on the relationship between theoretical 

models of second language acquisition and practical aspects of teaching. It examines how the 

various theories presented in the previous chapters can be integrated into the teaching process 

without one model dominating over the others. This chapter emphasizes that knowledge of 

multiple theoretical frameworks allows teachers to make informed decisions about the choice 

of methods, strategies, and teaching materials tailored to the specific needs and characteristics 

of learners. 

By integrating theoretical frameworks with pedagogical practice, this chapter demonstrates 

how contemporary research in second language acquisition can be directly applied in real 

teaching situations. 

Each chapter has its own value, providing both a theoretical framework and practical 

guidelines for learning and teaching a second language. This collective contribution makes the 

book useful both for students who want to orient themselves in the basic and contemporary 

models of SLA, and for researchers who are looking for systematic information and new ideas 

for experimental or applied research. 

At the end of the book, there is a list of key concepts and terms, which facilitates the 

understanding of specific concepts used in the various chapters. This glossary of terms allows 

the reader to quickly and clearly navigate the complex terminology of the field and makes 

working with the text more convenient and effective. 

Thus, the book not only provides a wealth of theoretical knowledge, but also offers a 

framework that allows the reader to systematize information, understand different approaches, 

and evaluate their practical application in second language learning. 

Ultimately, this edition represents an extremely valuable and multifaceted resource for 

expanding knowledge and understanding of SLA processes. The book demonstrates the 

complexity of second language acquisition and provides a reliable basis for critical analysis, 

practical application, and future research. It successfully combines theoretical depth, a variety 

of perspectives, and practical orientation, making it essential reading for anyone seeking to 

understand and apply contemporary models of second language acquisition. 
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